
“Success is focusing the full power of all you 

are on what you have a burning desire to 

achieve.” 

—Wilfred Peterson 

“I still don’t know what success is, but I think 

fame is different from success. Fame is more 

about recognition. If I achieve my goals, I can 

be successful.”

—Salvatore Vitale 

“Create autonomous work and get famous, or, 

create good design according to ‘rules’ and get 

rich.”

—Roger Muskee

“To be successful you have to be very clear 

what you want and what you want your life to 

look like.”

—Yukiko Kitahara

“I can live off of music, I don’t do anything else. 

That is my success. Once a week I realize I’m a 

lucky bastard.” 

—CT Heida 

“Remember, all the answers you need are inside 

of you; you only have to become quiet enough 

to hear them.”

—Debbie Ford

“My aim, as I started conducting, was to do it 

for a living. And, for me, to have that work out 

is a success.” 

—Anna-Maria Helsing

“Creativity is an attitude of life. If creativity is 

your way of life you’ll learn every day.” 

—Javier Medina
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“To be creative I need silence, a good working 

space, and at the same time I need to get out 

and see things.”

—Iris Sikking

“Nothing happens overnight. It’s not one 

moment of glory, it’s a gradual process. 

Every step of the way is important.” 

—Melissa Henderson

“To keep creative, the most important thing 

is the desire to always learn and not settle for 

what you already know.”

—Francisco Alcantara 

“Even if you have talent, if you don’t develop it, 

you won’t achieve anything.”

—Mercedes Eirín

“In lots of jobs you have to be creative, solving 

problems and finding solutions!”

—Melissa Henderson

“Quality always sells. Maybe not in the fastest 

way, but quality speaks for itself.”

—Ronald Jonker

“Some days you feel inspired and some days 

you just feel tired.”

—Victor Sågfors

“I used to think that your work had to be 

something people admired, but now I think 

it’s most important to design and create things 

that you believe in.”

—Francisco Alcantara
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“Talent without action is useless.” 

—Mike Roy 

“There will always be teachers who give you a 

hard time. In the end, they might be the ones 

you appreciate the most because they force you 

to defend your work and put your thoughts into 

words.”

—Peter Johansson

“Stop your moping, roll up your sleeves, 

get up and start over.”

—Kaj Ahlsved 

“I try to give people many entrances to my art. 

You have to be able to talk about your art, 

otherwise it’s really hard to communicate.” 

—Jonas Liveröd

“Be who you are and say what you feel because 

those who mind don’t matter and those who 

matter don’t mind.” 

—Dr. Seuss

“A lot of the time, your work is ahead of you 

and so you may not know why you made it. 

You have to push yourself to talk about it in 

order to find out.”

—Marlies Dekkers

“Find the one thing that you are better at 

than anybody else.”

—Kathrine Windfeld

“Only those who attempt the absurd will achieve 

the impossible. I think it’s in my basement... 

let me go upstairs and check.”

—M.C. Escher
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“Artists are sensitive people – it’s what makes 

them so good at what they do, and often so bad 

at handling rejection. Save your sensitivity for 

the work.”

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“Pay no attention to what the critics say. 

A statue has never been erected in honor 

of a critic.”

—Jean Sibelius

”Try to find another source of motivation 

than people’s approval of your work.”

—Martin Brandqvist

“If you have no critics you’ll likely have 

no success.” 

—Malcolm X

“I get told ‘no’ a whole lot of times, 

but many more times I get told ‘yes’!”

—Jonas Liveröd

“Sometimes feedback can be harsh. 

You need to learn how to take it and move on.” 

—Victor Sågfors

“Criticism is something we can avoid easily

 by saying nothing, doing nothing, and being 

nothing.” 

—Aristotle

“If you only listen to friends who tell you 

that your work is good, you’ll never learn to 

re-evaluate your work.”

—Salvatore Vitale  
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“If you take on everything, maybe in the short 

term you’ll achieve some sucess, but it’s risky 

because you may end up doing things you 

regret. Being selective pays off only in the long 

term, but people will know who you are and 

what you do.”

—Salvatore Vitale

“If you don’t have a plan for the long run, you 

say yes to everything and it will drag you where 

someone else would like you to go. You should 

be aware of the fact that people always ask 

you to do things based on what you’ve already 

done.”

—Iris Sikking
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“If you don’t believe in yourself, 

nobody else will, either.” 

—Marlies Dekkers

“Put on shoes a size too big. You’ll grow 

into them.”

—Rebecca Simons

“I am not afraid of failure. You must fail to 

succeed. Behind any great success are 

many failures.”

—Mercedes Eirín

“Failure is an event, never a person.”

 

—William D. Brown

“It’s important to identify practical, economic or 

mental obstacles that are preventing me from 

reaching my goals, and then to deal with them.”

—Caroline Leander

“The problem with the world is that the 

intelligent people are full of doubts, while the 

stupid ones are full of confidence.”

—Charles Bukowski
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“If the rules are not broken, we will be.”  

—Yoko Ono

 “I don’t think you are taken seriously when 

an art institution asks you to show up and talk 

about your art or make an exhibition with no fee 

at all. Everybody gets paid except the artist: the 

graphic designer, the press release writer, the 

caterer, the handyman. So, if there is no fun, no 

money, or no big exposure involved in a show, 

tutorial or lecture, I say no.”

—Anya Janssen

“We say ‘no’ when we’re faced with a client who 

won’t let us be as we want to be, and instead 

wants us to create what they want, just because 

they’re paying.”

—Javier Medina

“Be curious and brave. Don’t be afraid of 

making mistakes.”

—Kathrine Windfeld

“You must not be afraid to say ‘no’ to a project 

with an impossible deadline.”

—Mercedes Eirín

“To be free you must gamble and take risks. It’s 

the only way you’re going to make interesting 

work. Don’t just sit and sketch the same thing 

again and again. You have a mission and your 

only mission is to take risks!”

—Jonas Liveröd

“Only those who will risk going too far can 

possibly find out how far it is possible to go.” 

—T.S. Eliot

“Risks definitely expand creativity and 

challenge your comfort zone.”

—Caroline Leander
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“Nothing is so dangerous as being too modern, 

one is apt to grow old fashined quite suddenly.” 

—Oscar Wilde

“Kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when 

it breaks your egocentric little scribbler’s heart, 

kill your darlings.” 

—Stephen King

“To be terrible with failure is either to be so 

scared of it that you never do anything 

interesting, or alternatively, to be so terrified of 

admitting when you’ve failed that you continue 

on a disastrous course of action just so you can 

keep telling yourself you’re not failing.”

—Tim Harford

“There’s a rebel lying deep in my soul. Anytime 

anybody tells me the trend is such and such, I 

go the oposite direction. I hate the idea of trend. 

I hate imitation.” 

—Clint Eastwood

“The world around is continuously changing. 

At every step of the way, you have a choice to 

make: decide it’s time to be left behind, keep 

pace, or forge the way forward.”

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“Without deviation from the norm progress 

is not possible.”

—Frank Zappa

“Be genuine. It’s not an advertisement.”

—Ronald Jonker

“To walk inside yourself and meet no one 

for hours—that is what you must be able 

to attain.”

—Rainer Maria Rilke  
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“It is really hard work being an artist but I 

have a lot of fun!”

—Jonas Liveröd

“It’s easier to do it together than by yourself. 

I don’t want to work alone. It’s boring.”    

—Maggi Olin 

“Solitude is indeed dangerous for a working 

intelligence. We need to have around us people 

who think and speak. When we are alone for a 

long time we people the void with phantoms.” 

—Guy de Maupassant

“One cannot sit and wait to be hit by some kind 

of passion or ingenious idea or something. 

For your work to lead to more ideas, you have to 

be active.”

—Lars Embäck

“The problem with working alone is that it’s hard 

to see new perspectives and if you are doing 

something wrong.”

—Francisco Alcantara

“I was calling and calling and asking and asking 

and asking. I applied for grants and tour money, 

all those kind of things. I’ve been pretty lucky 

in getting some of them, but it’s because I’m 

constantly doing these things, all the time.”

—Maggi Olin

“Maybe I don’t have a shower for four days or 

I don’t see my friends because I really get into 

what I do. But if I have a gig I love to dress up!”

—Kathrine Windfeld

“Try anything you like, try a lot. Don’t stay in 

one place, it kills the creativity.”

—Karin Noeken
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“You have to live in the place where you think it 

will happen, you have to find your tribe!”

—Marlies Dekkers

“Never live and work in the same place: you will 

end up either never working or never taking time 

off.” 

—Roger Muskee

“I spend much of my time exploring and taking 

in the world. If I find something I’m interested in, 

I keep exploring, layer by layer.”

—Jonas Liveröd

“In the beginning it matters where you live. 

After you gain some experience it is not so 

important.”

—Jesús Prudencio

“I finally decided if I was going to make a living, 

I was gonna have to come to New York.”

—Mose Allison

“If you’re a mainstream artist, it’s important 

where you live. But for me it isn’t. Lowbrow 

people mostly live outside the big city.”

—Harma Heikens

“Nobody knows where I live, nobody asks me 

about that. The only thing that’s interesting is 

what I do there and then.” 

—Anna-Maria Helsing

“The truth is of course is that there is no 

journey. We are arriving and departing all at 

the same time.”

—David Bowie
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“It would be stupid of me to think that if I were 

to sit alone on Jupiter for some odd reason, I 

would still make the same artwork as today. I 

don’t have an autistic relationship to the world. I 

communicate with my art.”

—Jonas Liveröd

“If you need to make money from your creative 

work, you have to consider what other people 

think.” 

—Tobias Granbacka

“It is not the job of the artists to give the 

audience what the audience want. If the 

audience knew what they needed, then they 

wouldn’t be the audience. They would be the 

artists.” 

—Alan Moore

“The discipline called art does not have a 

monopoly on creative composition. And the 

domain called politics does not have a 

monopoly on real existential change. There is 

no less an aesthetic side to politics than there is 

a political side to art.”

—Brian Massumi

“If you write mumbo-jumbo about your art then 

you will exclude people and narrow down your 

audience.” 

—Peter Johansson

“Everything is art. Everything is politics.”

—Ai Wei Wei

“I am a firm believer in the philosophy of Kevin 

Costner’s character in the movie Field of 

Dreams: If you build it, they will come.”

—Donald Weber

“Through art you can give the audience abilities 

such as empathy and imagination.”

 

—Pelle Öhlund
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“You have to face your fears. Done is better 

than perfect.”

 

—Brad Weaver

“Vision without action is only dreaming, action 

without vision is only passing time, vision with 

action can change the world.”

 

—Nelson Mandela

“Far too many progressives still focus on 

speaking to a consensus-seeking policy elite – 

one that privileges objectivity, data, and 

argument – instead of pushing their ideas out to 

a divided public that responds to values, 

images, and stories.”

 

—Jeff Chang

“I love deadlines. A deadline forces you to make 

tough decisions.”

 

—Kaj Ahlsved

“Work expands so as to fill the time available 

for its completion.” 

 

—Parkinson’s Law

“The biggest problem with not having a clear 

deadline, or having a deadline that is in a distant 

future, is that you don’t start working.”

 

—Kaj Ahlsved

“Free time is the most precious thing for me. 

It has been my reward, far greater than an 

extra bonus.”

 

—Francisco Alcantara

“A goal without a plan is just a wish.”

 

—Antoine de Saint-Exupery
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“When work is a pleasure, life is a joy! 

When work is a duty, life is slavery.” 

 

—Maxim Gorky 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your 

balance, you must keep moving.” 

 

—Albert Einstein

“Never get so busy making a living that you 

forget to make a life.”

 

—Dolly Parton

 

“Someone else would say my life is unbalanced, 

but my life is my work so I think my life is

balanced.”

 

—Yukiko Kitahara

“I take my personal life with the same 

importance as I take a job, so it gets the time it 

deserves. I force myself to go out with friends 

and make plans.”

 

—Francisco Alcantara

“Try a lot of different things. Have one steady 

job for your income and do a lot of different 

things on the side.”

 

—Karin Noeken

“During some periods I have no free time – my 

work is my whole life – so it’s really important to 

have fun during that time.”

 

—Peter Johansson

“You need to be different things at 

different times. Sometimes you are creative 

and other times you need to be really practical 

and straight and rational when it comes to 

making budgets and stuff.” 

 

—Kathrine Windfeld
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“I’m getting the best thoughts when travelling. 

Therefore I always carry around a small note-

book to write down my ideas.” 

 

—Iris Sikking

“Beware of little expenses. A small leak will sink 

a great ship.”

 

—Benjamin Franklin

“A lot of great artists have been absolutely 

penniless when they died. That’s okay if that’s 

what you want. But is it?”

 

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“It all comes down to stamina, which means 

that if you don’t love it you shouldn’t do it. You 

have to absolutely love it because, when things 

get difficult, you’ll need the strength that comes 

from devotion.”

 

—Melissa Henderson

“A budget tells us what we can’t afford, but it 

doesn’t keep us from buying it.”

 

—William Feather

“Our kind of work is not something that 

happens from 9-to-5. I am thinking 24 hours a 

day and ideas can appear in every moment.”

 

—Yukiko Kitahara

“Inspiration is for amateurs.”

 

—Chuck Close

“You have to find time for your family and 

friends, and to make a life outside your art. 

Otherwise you will not have the energy.”

 

—Peter Johansson
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“Inspiration arrives working. It is a research 

process.” 

 

—Mercedes Eirín

“It mainly comes down to hard work. Even if you 

have talent, without hard work you’re not going 

anywhere.” 

 

—Jesús Prudencio

“Genius is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine 

percent perspiration.”

 

—Thomas Edison

“Hard work! It is all about hard work! Work

a lot with your instrument or the things you 

want to improve in your artistry. There are no 

shortcuts!”

 

—Caroline Leander

“You may be a genius but you still have to 

practise in order to get better. The harder you 

work the more you get out of it.” 

 

—Salvatore Vitale
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“You are the sum total of the people you meet 

and interact with in the world. Whether it’s your 

family, peers, or co-workers, the opportunities 

you have and the things that you learn all come 

through doors that other people open for you.” 

 

—Tanner Colby

“The support network that you have is much 

more important than you realise. You can help 

each other in a very practical way.”

 

—Melissa Henderson

“Space and time for people to gather and make 

connections with one another are the seedbed 

and sunlight of social capital.” 

 

—Don Cohen and Laurence
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“It’s really important that artist-owned galleries 

and exhibition shows driven by artists 

themselves will continue to exist. They are 

platforms for artists to collaborate and help 

each other.”

 

—Peter Johansson

“Whom you surround yourself with and how you 

connect with them is the single most important 

factor in unlocking your growth potential.”  

—Sunny Bates

“You help me, I help you.”

 

—Ronald Jonker

“While our ego may like the idea that we alone 

have created something, I don’t think that it 

bears any relation to reality. We collaborate with 

others all the time, whether we mean to or not, 

and we are stronger for it.”

 

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“Be kind, make sure people like to work with 

you. Listen to them.” 

 

—CT Heida

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to 

go far, go together.”

 

African Proverb

“Find people who inspire you, collaborate, it’s 

much more fun and you can blame them when 

things go wrong!”

 

—Amy Poehler

“Find and collaborate with people who have a 

bigger network than you.” 

 

—Pelle Öhlund
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“Find people you trust. You cannot be good at 

everything.”

 

—Reinout Douma

“I’m not the smartest fellow in the world, but I 

can sure pick smart colleagues.” 

 

—Franklin D. Roosevelt 

“You create your world and your context by 

choosing the people that surround you. 

You have to know what you want and why you 

want it.”

 

—Pilar Albarracín

“20-30% of my time is for budgets, bills, 

banking, etc. For taxes and legal documents, 

I hire a professional because I am not an expert 

and anyway it would take too long.”

 

—Jesús Prudencio

“Talent wins games, but teamwork and 

intelligence win championships.” 

 

—Michael Jordan

“When I have a big exhibition coming up, 

I sometimes can call in some of my friends to 

help me and we’ll all cook together and have a 

good time and still work very hard to get the job 

done.”

 

—Peter Johansson

“At a certain moment in your career, it’s better 

to hire the help. Spend money to save yourself 

working 24-7-365.”

 

—Roger Muskee 

“He who believes in nobody knows that he 

himself is not to be trusted.” 

 

—Red Auerbach
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“It is very important to find the context in which 

your work is understood and well received.”

 

—Pilar Albarracín

“You can’t force people to play your music.”

 

—Sebastian Fagerlund

“If you don’t know who you are speaking to, 

you cannot know what to say or how to say it. 

Know your audience and learn to speak their 

language.”

 

—Rebecca Simons 

“When you’re just out of school and you want to 

be in the music business, you know how hard 

it is to break in and so you might just agree to 

anything, but there’s a cost to that.”

 

—Tobias Granbacka

“I do not make products for an audience but the 

audience is very important to me.”

 

—Jonas Liveröd

“No gig is so small that it doesn’t matter. 

No matter what the assignment - go for it!”

 

—Anna-Maria Helsing

“Sometimes my audience is only 2 people, and 

sometimes 2000!”

 

—Jonas Liveröd

“We used to communicate our achievements 

only after we got them. But nowadays, we 

need to be visible constantly, showing how we 

develop our work and the human side of our 

team.”

 

—José Chamorro
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“Create something people want to share.” 

 

—John Jantsch

“No matter how much work you have, never 

stop marketing.” 

  

—Brad Weaver

“I am a strong believer in face-to-face 

communication, being present and 

meeting people.” 

 

—Sebastian Fagerlund

“There is a human being behind each tweet, 

blog and email, remember it.”

 

—Chris Brogan

“I want to be as famous as Persil Automatic.”

 

—Victoria Beckham 

“If you want to be successful in social 

networks, humanize your brand, relax, enjoy 

conversations, and serve everyone and not 

just customers.” 

 

— Octavio Regalado

“You can make plans, promote, make 

connections... but without any hard core 

substance it will take you nowhere. Sometimes 

it is also just about pure luck, meeting the right 

person at the right time.”

 

—Sebastian Fagerlund 

“In the current era of marketing and web 2.0, 

the website of a company is the key to all its 

business.” 

 

—Marcus Sheridan
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“Social media is just another way to make 

the image ‘liquid’ - to have it flow and find its 

life beyond your own control, to let it become 

something you never planned.”

 

—Donald Weber

“You have to know what kind of work to show, 

and how to show it, in each social network 

because they have different audiences. In each 

of them I target a different audience.”

 

—Jesús Prudencio

“My gallerist advised me to put my work on 

Facebook and Instagram so that’s what I did.” 

 

—Anya Janssen

“I have a brand but it wasn’t intentional. I didn’t 

create it. For some clients I am a brand. Some 

agencies look for me because they know my 

style and they like it.”

 

—Jesús Prudencio

“I might get labelled as a very old fashioned 

guy now but I personally don’t believe that you 

via social media can create genuine interest in 

your music. No orchestra, festival or conductor 

makes a decision to program your music based 

on a social media profile.” 

 

—Sebastian Fagerlund

“A brand is a long-term journey; you have to be 

very consistent.”

 

—Marlies Dekkers

“We don’t have Facebook or Instagram. 

We know we’ll need to have them in the future, 

but we wanted to start first with making good 

work.”

 

—Javier Medina 

“Branding is not about marketing. In the arts, 

it’s about personality.”

 

—Reinout Douma
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“If your work is good, it’s good, and 

opportunities will come your way. It’s all about 

taking the time, and if you have to invest six 

more months to take your project from ‘good’ 

to ‘killer’, do it!”

 

—Salvatore Vitale

“It’s not what you are that counts, it’s what they 

think you are.” 

 

—Andy Warhol

“Everybody is a brand. The way you dress and 

the way you are is your brand.” 

 

—Javier Medina 

“Without promotion, something terrible 

happens... nothing!” 

 

—P. T. Barnum

“Start before you are ready!” 

 

—Steven Pressfield

“Don’t think about making art, just get it done. 

Let everyone else decide if it’s good or bad, 

whether they love it or hate it. While they are 

deciding, make even more art.” 

 

—Andy Warhol

“I learned that we can do anything, but we can’t 

do everything... at least not at the same time. 

So think of your priorities not in terms of what 

activities you do, but when you do them. Timing 

is everything.” 

 

—Dan Millman

“A satisfied customer is the best business 

strategy of all.” 

 

—Michael LeBoeuf
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“As a creator, I always want to betray fans’ 

expectations.” 

 

—Hideo Kojima

“Integrity means that you are the same in public 

as you are in private.” 

 

—Joyce Meyer

“I dress for the image. Not for myself, not for the 

public, not for fashion, not for men.”

 

—Marlene Dietrich

“If your product isn’t interesting, forget about 

funding.”

 

—Kathrine Windfeld

“Stay true to yourself, engage with your 

followers, and ignore the critics.” 

 

—Ella Woodward

“Don’t focus on making money. If there is a 

good opportunity but there is no money, 

just go for it.”

 

—Karin Noeken

“Every day, I’m working hard to improve my 

craft as an artist, my connection with the best 

fans, and keep pushing my work ethic. All those 

things make me happy.”

 

— Jacob Whitesides

“You must never work for free. You can 

collaborate sometimes for social or professional 

reasons but never work for free.”

 

—Mercedes Eirín
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“The income tax has made more liars out of the 

American people than golf has.”

 

—Will Rogers

“In this world nothing can be said to be 

certain, except death and taxes.”

 

—Benjamin Franklin

“Picasso was not only a great artist, he was a 

good businessman. He knew the value of his 

work, and he didn’t make excuses for it.”

 

—Donald Trump

“The only thing that hurts more than paying an 

income tax is not having to pay an income tax.” 

 

—Thomas Dewar

“Taxes are the price we pay for a civilized 

society.” 

 

—Oliver Wendell Holmes

“Being good in business is the most fascinating 

kind of art. Making money is art and working is 

art and good business is the best art.”

 

—Andy Warhol

“Taxes aren’t just something you pay, they’re 

supposed to benefit you, too. That money is 

meant to be spent toward public good. So, the 

trick isn’t to avoid paying taxes, but to make 

sure the money is being used in ways that 

benefit you and society.”

 

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“If you get an offer you’re not happy with, you 

should always express this and question it. 

You might end up with the same offer but at 

least you’ve put it on the table.”

 

—Iris Sikking
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“Sponsors? Sure, why not!? But only if they 

don’t have requirements on how my work 

should look. If I have to tattoo a Sony logo on 

my ass, then maybe not. You have to constantly 

make moral judgments.”

 

—Jonas Liveröd

“Money and credit! Two strange things. 

You need money when you do not own it, 

and you have credit, especially when you 

do not need it.” 

 

—Moisés G. Saphir

“Do you want to be rich? Therefore, do not 

worry about the increase of your assets, 

but decrease your greed.” 

 

—Epicuro

“I cannot afford to waste my time 

making money.”

 

—Jean Louis Agassiz

“Money often costs too much.”

 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“No price is too high to pay, to be the author of 

your fate.”

 

—Johnathan Jena

“I don’t want to make money, I just want to 

be wonderful.”

 

—Marilyn Monroe

“It’s good to have money and the things that 

money can buy; but it’s good, too, to check up 

once in a while and make sure that you haven’t 

lost the things that money can’t buy.” 

 

—George Horace Lorimer
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“I’m convinced that about half of what 

separates the successful entrepreneurs from 

the non-successful ones is pure perseverance. 

It’s so hard.”

 

—Steve Jobs

“The three most harmful addictions are heroin, 

carbohydrates and a monthly salary.”

 

—Nassim Nicholas Taleb

“In order to be irreplaceable, one must always 

be different.”

 

—Coco Chanel

“I write articles, give lectures, edit music 

videos, do fashion collaborations and curate 

exhibitions. I’m also a guest teacher at the art 

schools.” 

 

—Jonas Liveröd

“I have insurance. If I fall ill, I’ll still have an 

income. It is very uwise to put all your eggs into 

one basket, as we never know what may 

happen tomorrow.” 

 

—Anna-Maria Helsing

“Whenever they ask you if you can do a job, 

answer yes and immediately get to learn how 

to do it.” 

 

—Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Otium cum dignitate” - “Leisure with dignity.”

 

—Cicero
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“Things take twice as long, cost twice as much 

and bring in half the rewards that you antici-

pate.”

 

—Paul Wilson

“Security breeds stagnation.”

 

—Andy Warhol

“If a child, a spouse, a life partner, or a parent 

depends on you and your income, you need life 

insurance.”

 

—Suze Orman

“Be open and unafraid! If you make a mistake, 

you can always go back and correct it.” 

 

—Kathrine Windfeld

“Liking money like I like it, is nothing less than 

mysticism. Money is a glory.” 

 

—Salvador Dalí

“The biggest risk is not taking any risk... 

In a world that is changing really quickly, the 

only strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not 

taking risks.”

 

—Mark Zuckerberg

”An artist is not in any way different than any 

other person that wonders, ‘Do I have a job 

tomorrow?’ Everybody has to find their own 

way of coping with that thought.”

 

—Sebastian Fagerlund

“I have never tried that before, so I think I 

should definitely be able to do that.”

 

—Pippi Longstocking
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“Thoroughly read all your contracts. 

I really mean thoroughly.”

 

—Bret Michaels

“Make your decisions with both heart and ink. 

If you don’t trust someone, you shouldn’t be 

going into business with them, and still, always 

put it in writing.”

 

—Katherine Oktober Matthews

“I do about 90 percent of my own stunts,

and the things I can’t do for insurance reasons,

like swinging out of a flying helicopter, I wouldn’t 

want to do anyway.”

 

—LL Cool J

“When pitching an idea to a potential client it is 

important to be careful about what you do and 

do not tell. Otherwise the potential client might 

use the idea without actually hiring the artist.”

 

—Maud van der Leeuw

“Working with a signed contract is a rule for us. 

There has to be a contract to start working.”

 

—Jose Chamorro

“When it comes to protecting their copyrights 

(starting) artists often fail to make clear 

agreements upfront on the scope of the license 

they wish to grant. This means that afterwards 

it can happen that it turns out they have given 

away more than they planned on.”

 

—Maud van der Leeuw

“I have been offered the highest paid contracts 

in the world. I refused them all. It’s not my thing. 

I don’t want to cheat people.”

 

—Azzedine Alaia
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“There are three types of people in this world: 

those who make things happen, those who 

watch things happen, and those who wonder 

what happened.”

 

—Mary Kay Ash

“Goal = Dream - Reality”

 

—Thuur Caris

“There is no gate, no lock, no bolt that you can 

set upon the freedom of my mind.”

 

—Virginia Woolf

“Take a step back and think about what you 

want to achieve in ten years. What is it that I 

want to be making? Set long-term goals.” 

 

—Reinout Douma

“Although I like to formulate certain goals and 

stick to them, they can only be guidelines; you 

might have to postpone things, and you need 

to stay open for opportunities that might come 

along.”

 

—Iris Sikking 

Afterword // 
Stop and think

Afterword // 
Stop and think

Afterword // 
Stop and think

Afterword // 
Stop and think

Afterword // 
Stop and think




